[Conformational changes in the chromatin of tumor cells and the phenomenon of nuclear achromasia].
Tumour cell nuclei display achromasia in smears relative to methylene blue and to other low-affinitive ionic dyes. In the course of the smear air-drying the tumour DNA undergoes conformational changes as evidenced by enhanced ethidium and monomer acridine orange uptake and increased sensitivity to DNAse I hydrolysis. Very mild treatment with bleomycin prevents nuclear achromasia with methylene blue in tumour cells. It is concluded that the phenomenon of nuclear achromasia of tumour cells is due to the properties of secondary structure of their DNA.